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THIS REPORTING FORM MUST BE COMPLETED BY EACH COUNCIL AND FORWARDED TO THE STATE COUNCIL.
(A SEPARATE REPORTING FORM SHOULD BE COMPLETED FOR EACH PROGRAM CATEGORY.)

CATEGORY (MARK ONE): [] cHurcH [] FaMILY
[[] communiTY [ ] cULTURE OF LIFE
[] counciL YOUTH
-2«
FROM: GRAND KNIGHT: -J-Carter TELEPHONE NumBeR: 001607-622¢
emarL Prutes252@aol.com
counciL Name MonsignorJohnJ. Burns NumBeR: 802
LocaTion: Meridian MS
(TOWN OR CITY) (STATE OR PROVINCE)

Project Title: CNFIStMasvisit to thehospital

Date Project Conducted: 12/24/2013

Purpose of ACtiVitY: (In the space provided below, describe in one sentence the purpose of this activity. This section must be completed.)

Let our youthseeandfeel therealmeaningof Christmason avery personalevel

Number of council members participating in project: .................... /
0
Percentage of council members participating in project: .................. 3%
Number of man hours expended in project:. . ............ciiiiiiieeenn.. 19
Chairman’s Name: DavidKlutz Telephone Number: 601483-5224
Mailing Address: 142263rd Street Meridian, Mississippi

E-mail Address: davidlutz@yahoo.com

(continued on reverse)

MAIL ORIGINAL TO: State Deputy or State Program Director
COPY TO: Council File
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Describe project in detail. Use additional paper if necessary. Supplementary material may be
submitted along with the nomination. Accompanying materials can include letters, testimoni-
als, news clippings, photographs, pamphlets, etc. Do not submit tapes, videocassettes, DVD’S,
display materials, films, etc., as they will not be considered in judging the nomination.

BestYouth Activity 2013to 2014

Imaginebeinga child havingto spendChristmasn a hospital. You arenotin your own home,andstrangers
constantlywalk in andout of your roomeitherpoking, proddingor takingyour temperature Eachyearthe children
who arein our local hospitals{AndersonRegionalMedical CenterandRushFoundationaHospital)getvisits from
theyouthof our CatholicCommunitybearinggifts andsomeChristmasCheerfor themandtheir familiesalong
with avisit from a Knight dressecisSantaClause.

ThemonthbeforeChristmasEvel preparedy contactingeachlocal hospitalto getpoint of contactsandfinding out
whowill bethenursesupervisoion ChristmasEvefor eachhospital. A weekprior | call to find outif the hospitals
haveany childrenthattheyexpectto bein thehospitalon ChristmasEve. Thenthe morningof ChristmasEvel call
thenursesupervisoto find which hospitalshaveanykids.

On ChristmasEve, the Youth of our CatholicCommunityof Meridiangatheredat the Knights of ColumbusHall for
alunch. Then,afterreceivingtheirinstructionsof makingcarepackage®f ateddybearandcardfor eachchild in
thehospitalalongwith eachhospitalssupervisonurse. Theyouthandseveraknightsboardthe churchbusego go
visit the hospitals. Oneof theknightsdressessSantaClaus. At eachhospital,eachchild patientis visitedby Santa
Claus,accompaniedby two youthatatime.

Thesmilesof the childrenwho areseriouslyill andwho havebeenin the hospitalfor weeksatatime, is normally
morethanenoughreward,butthis yearwasalittle different. We only had1 child in RushHospital. Whenwe went
into theroomto spreadChristmascheerthe child wasvery excitedto seeus. Whenwe left the motherfollowed us
outandbeganto cry asshethankedall of usfor comingto visit herson. Thereality thatwe spreadsomeChristmas
cheerandthe meaningof Christmado herandherchild waswell worth thetime spent. Thenon theway outwe ran
into two childrenwaiting for theirmomto comeout of surgery. Theirfatherwasvery happythatwe providedthis
greatdistractionfor his childrenduringtheirmom’ssurgery.

Theyouthwho participaten this eventyearafteryearcontinuouslycommenton how meaningfulthis eventis to
them. Thisyearwasevenmorespecialbecaus®f bothparents.Our Youth Groupmemberdearnnotonly to count
their blessingsbutto really understandhe

ATTEST: Signed:
(State Deputy) (Grand Knight)

DO NOT SUBMIT THIS REPORT FORM TO SUPREME COUNCIL

ENTRY MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE STATE COUNCIL
TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE COMPETITION

For more information on the Service Program Awards go to www.kofc.org/service
and click on the left-hand “Council” link.
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	COUNCILNAME: Monsignor John J. Burns
	COUNCILNUMBER: 802
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	State: MS
	ProjectTitle: Christmas visit to the hospital
	DateProject: 12/24/2013
	PURPOSEACTIVITY: Let our youth see and feel the real meaning of Christmas on a very personal level
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	MANHOURS: 19
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	PROJECTDESCRIPTION: Best Youth Activity 2013 to 2014

Imagine being a child having to spend Christmas in a hospital.  You are not in your own home, and strangers constantly walk in and out of your room either poking, prodding or taking your temperature.  Each year the children who are in our local hospitals (Anderson Regional Medical Center, and Rush Foundational Hospital) get visits from the youth of our Catholic Community bearing gifts  and some Christmas Cheer for them and their families along with a visit from a Knight dressed as Santa Clause.
 The month before Christmas Eve I prepare by contacting each local hospital to get point of contacts and finding out who will be the nurse supervisor on Christmas Eve for each hospital.  A week prior I call to find out if the hospitals have any children that they expect to be in the hospital on Christmas Eve.  Then the morning of Christmas Eve I call the nurse supervisor to find which hospitals have any kids. 
 On Christmas Eve, the Youth of our Catholic Community of Meridian gathered at the Knights of Columbus Hall for a lunch.  Then, after receiving their instructions of making care packages of a teddy bear and card for each child in the hospital along with each hospitals supervisor nurse.   The youth and several knights board the church buses to go visit the hospitals.  One of the knights dresses as Santa Claus.  At each hospital, each child patient is visited by Santa Claus, accompanied by two youth at a time. 
 The smiles of the children who are seriously ill and who have been in the hospital for weeks at a time, is normally more than enough reward, but this year was a little different.  We only had 1 child in Rush Hospital.   When we went into the room to spread Christmas cheer the child was very excited to see us.  When we left the mother followed us out and began to cry as she thanked all of us for coming to visit her son.  The reality that we spread some Christmas cheer and the meaning of Christmas to her and her child was well worth the time spent.  Then on the way out we ran into two children waiting for their mom to come out of surgery.    Their father was very happy that we provided this great distraction for his children during their mom's surgery.

 The youth who participate in this event year after year continuously comment on how meaningful this event is to them.  This year was even more special because of both parents.  Our Youth Group members learn not only to count their blessings, but to really understand the 




